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By MF

I want to tell you about my dad as this is the month of June when we celebrate Father’s Day and also the Sacred Heart of Jesus. My dad was a hard working man, owned his own grocery story and always seemed to have a smile on his face especially talking to his customers. He had some vices like we all do. He loved the horses, playing cards, a drink or two. but his smile and love of people was contagious. He worked seven days a week and when home sat and read his newspaper. I don’t ever remember sitting on his lap and him talking to me or telling me he loved me. Consequently, I grew up thinking I wasn’t loveable unless I was a good girl and did everything I was supposed to. Later in life I realized I had to forgive my dad. I had always seen him as a good guy and didn’t realize I had an anger toward him. When I made the decision to forgive him my anger went away. I still struggle with feeling unloved but it is getting less. Not everyone has had a dad that was like mine but from that upbringing with two parents who would never think of divorce I had a happy childhood. My transition into knowing God and His love for me came when I was baptized in the Holy Spirit and Jesus revealed the Father to me as a God of unconditional love. I had to repent of the anger and turn to God before I was baptized in the Holy Spirit. My father taught us in the faith. We went to church and made all our sacraments. He was in the Knights of Columbus and always put some money in the collection. He was a spiritual leader in our home. My mom and dad followed what 1 Corinthians 11:3 says, “The head of the man is Christ, the head of the woman is the husband, and the head of Christ is the Father. It’s all about headship and being under the Church’s authority. 


My prayer is for all those who had fathers that beat their mother’s, or were drunks, or on drugs and never took you to church. Jesus is saying to you in His most precious sacred Heart, “Come to me all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart, and you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light,” Matthew 11:28-30.  I want to tell all of you that you have a Father who loves you and yearns for you to come to Him so you can receive His love. If you are a father become the spiritual leader you are called to be by repenting and learning His Word and doing what He says. You will become transformed and find the joy and peace of knowing who you are in Christ Jesus.




Dear St. Dismas Guild, Since my incarceration I’ve been confronted with so much, like Catholic Haters and Catholic’s ignorance of the faith. I’ve been involved in teaching RCIA classes with the help of Catholic volunteers and since my move I have a big void to fill.


I pray the “Rosary” everyday and it gives me such comfort. I learned it from watching my grandmother and later my mother pray a Rosary every evening. Some of my inmates watched me as I prayed my Rosary and asked if I would pray for them when they came up for Parole, which I did. This is where my story begins. I agreed to pray a Rosary for them and furthermore agreed to pray a “Novena” for them. As devoted as I may seem at times, the truth is that I at times am a doubter. Anyway I prayed for them as I had agreed and first C went home then M, J, R, L, T, and finally R. Each time God spoke to me and told me they would be paroled only I would not dare tell them afraid of being wrong. After about the 4th one he approached me and asked me how long had I known. I told him I was afraid to tell him and he told me, “I believe in you, where is your faith, then one of them said, one or two may be coincidence but not seven. I’ve laughed at this each time someone gets to go home. I’ve prayed for so many things in my lifetime and felt that God just did not listen to my prayers. Now I realize that just maybe I was not listening. God bless, LR


That’s amazing how you learned to pray the rosary from your grandmother and mother. It reminds me of Paul telling Timothy that he was confident of his faith because it first lived in his grandmother Lois and in his mother Eunice (2 Timothy 1:5) We can learn so much from parents that practice their faith. Your story and God answering your prayer through the intercession of Mary brings hope to many. Your humility comes through. “The fervent prayer of a righteous man is very powerful” James 5:16. Thank you so much for sharing.
Dear St. Dismas Staff, I joined your mailing list last year and have enjoyed reading the stories in them. Your April 2017 was a true blessing from God to me. Being in prison I fell away from my daily prayer, namely the rosary and the Divine Chaplet, ended up in lock down over drugs and worldly things. I made a promise to Christ and our Mother Mary that if they helped me through this I would never stop saying my daily prayers again. I was blessed to get my “How to Pray the Rosary” pamphlet, but did not get anything on the chaplet. I could remember all but one prayer, The Eternal Prayer.  On 4-19-17 I received your April newsletter and by the Grace of God this prayer was in it. That night when saying my prayers I also prayed the Divine Chaplet. I was also moved to devote it all to those in that newsletter, CM, AS, MP, CC and all of you. Now I would like to ask you all (The Staff of St. Dismas) to put me in your prayers that I stay strong in my prayer life.  I would like to also request a book, Rediscovering Catholicism by Matthew Kelly, if at all possible.  This guy is a very good writer and I would like very much to read this book. Thank you for being there for all prisoners. God Bless You and stay strong. Sincerely, AJ


Dear AJ, Continue to persevere in prayer.  Intercessory prayer for others helps you get off of yourself and thinking of their needs. Praying for others as you are doing results in answered prayer. Philippians 2:5 says, “Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, humbly regard others as more important than yourselves, each looking out not for his own interests, but also everyone for those of others.” We are getting Matthew Kelly’s book, “Rediscovering Catholicism,” and will send it to you as soon as we get it. God bless you and thank you for the prayers.
Dear St. Dismas Guild, I’m incarcerated at Florida Women’s Reception Center. I went to mass and was given your information so that I might write to you and request a Bible, A Catechism of the Catholic Faith, and any other materials you might have available. I was raised Catholic and remained a practicing Catholic until 2015 when I lived in sin and was arrested. I want to grow closer to God and reunite with my Catholic faith. Before I got myself into a mess with my life, I attended mass. I’m searching to know more about my Catholic faith and, most importantly, searching for God each and every day. I was baptized as a baby in the Catholic Church and we raised our children as practicing Catholics. Also, will you please put me on your mailing list for the newsletter which helps me a lot.  Thank you very much. JB

We sent you a bible, bible study, catechism and pamphlets. We do get ourselves into some pretty big messes but Jesus is always there to pick you up when you turn to Him. That’s what we call repentance.  Do the bible study lessons and be sure to ask the Holy Spirit to teach you. John 14:26 at the top of each lessons tells you “The Paraclete, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, will instruct you in everything, and remind you of all that I have told you.” We will be praying for you as you start your journey home.
Dear St. Dismas Guild. Hi again.  My name is S.P.  Thank you for the pamphlets, Bible and the Catholic Study cycle C. I feel better now than when I first got in prison. God has performed miracles in my life that have left me thanking Him and singing His Holy Praise. Also I pray for y’all and those needing Him and those who have Him. May y’all be Blessed and stay Blessed in His name. I want to ask about the books You Visited Me by Fr. Harold Paulsen and Overcoming Sexual Abuse – Wounds that Heal (booklet) by Marie Finn. Please and thank you. May God Bless Y’all.  Amen  S.P.

The books are on the way. Praising Jesus fights off Satan. It’s a great weapon. God bless you too. Satan is prowling around looking to see who he can devour. We resist him by the Word, Praise and Worship, and  forgiveness. “The Lord says to you: Do not fear or be dismayed at the sight of this vast multitude, for the battle is not yours but God’s.” 2 Chronicles 20:15 Jesus defeated Satan from the cross so stay close to Him. The Lord performs all kinds of miracles but we much of the time don’t recognize them or as LR says we are not listening.
Dear St. Dismas Guild, May Christ’s many graces uphold you all this Lent, as you share the Gospel with so many of us prisoners here in the darkest corner of humanity. Your messages and prayers are God’s gifts and I thank Him for your great work. Your recent bulletin inspired me to share our Catholic Faith with a Buddhist inmate from California. He is lost in this WY prison illusion like so many others. Please keep letting inmates know that religious education is more important than any other. For only by knowing God’s love and His mercy can we love and forgive others and ourselves. 


Please use my wee offering to keep your ministry’s message alive in this great farce of them all in prison. God helps all families know how crucial it is to keep loving each other in spite of all our sins/crimes. Everyone is precious and beautiful and restored by faith in our Lord, He is the Best Way to a healthy family relationship: “forgiving, inspiring and serving.” May we all see ourselves each day, each moment, each thought from Christ crucified eyes.  I hope to be accepted into Nations Univ. Religious Study Program. My time in prison is never going to be a waste, gold is always buried and hard to find, but may all inmates, all souls, keep looking for God! Happy Easter Season. Good luck with all your endeavors. God bless you all. Thank you so much for all you have meant to me!!! Love in Christ Jesus through Mary. JW


You’re right JW, forgiving, inspiring and serving does make for a healthy family relationship. Sometimes family members get on each other’s nerves and get angry which leads to fighting and breakups in families. Jesus says, “….You shall not kill; and whoever kills will be liable to judgment. But I say to you, whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment,…” Matthew 5:21-22 You deal with anger by forgiving, and praying for one another. Your statement that “..only by knowing God’s love and His mercy can we love and forgive others and ourselves” is so powerful. We come back to what St. Teresa of Calcutta said on the back of Secrets of a Happy Family, “The family is such a beautiful gift of God---the place where we first learn that we are made for greater things, to love and to be loved. Spread the message of family love and unity through family prayer.” Pray that all families who are struggling be healed.

I heard a beautiful pro-life story the other day from a friend whose adopted daughter just got married at age 29.  The lovely story was about how the biological parents were invited to the wedding. This young lady was raised in a faithful, Pro-life, Catholic home and so when she was old enough and started asking questions about who her biological mother and father were her parents were more than willing to help her try to make the connections. They were all able to meet the biological mother who lived locally, and then a year later the father, and began to build a relationship with each of them.  God bless them for choosing Life…


Long story short, the delightful part about all this is that her father and her biological father were asked to walk her down the aisle and they agreed. What wasn't known was that the biological father didn't even know he had a daughter until she was age 19.  These families all came together in a spirit of love, joy and celebration of life and blessed this young couple at their wedding. As a post abortive woman, I confess that I did not tell one of the young men in my life at the time that I was pregnant with his child and this story touched me profoundly.  I did not choose life, did not know there was another option, nor did I want to tell him or anyone else about it.  I wonder how many men have been denied the fact that they had a child and then maybe had this nagging question that perhaps they had a child somewhere in the world that they were never told about or able to love. 
I ask God for forgiveness of not being honest with this man and I thank Him for being my adoptive Father and calling me into His family.  I encourage anyone who may have done this to make amends where they are able and seek God’s promise of adoption.
--------

"God decided in advance to adopt us into His own family by bringing us to Himself through Jesus Christ. This is what He wanted to do, and it gave Him great pleasure." Ephesians 1:5
"For you have not received a spirit of slavery that leads you into fear again. Instead, you have received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba! Father!" Romans 8:15
"We know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God..." Romans 8:28


God bless you, 

St. Dismas Staff
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