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To Whom it may Concern;  My name is DS and I am not sure why I am writing you. I know I would like information on the Catholic faith, i.e. a bible, a Catholic Study Cycle A, a Rosary, etc. I was baptized in the LDS Church however I am what they call a Jack Mormon. I am in a very dark place of my life, not knowing where to turn or who I can trust. I am currently serving a life sentence with the possibility of parole. I am scheduled to see the Parole Board in October 2021.

I turned myself in for sexually abusing my 31 year old son, at the time he was three months away from being 14. When I turned myself in I was using methamphetamines on a daily basis or I don’t think I would’ve turned myself in. I didn’t start using drugs etc. until 2,000, a year after I committed my crime. I didn’t even drink. I was molested by my stepfather at age six until I was seven and then by my stepmother and my biological father at age 11 until I was 13. I wasn’t just molested by my stepmother and my biological father but they left me for dead on several occasions.  I’ve been in and out of psychiatric hospitals, in and out of jail/prison and in and out of mentally retarded facilities since age ten.

I will be turning 50 years old later this year. Seriously, at this point in time I wish I were dead. In my honest opinion, the only thing that is keeping me alive is that I am not a quitter, I am a fighter or I would’ve died a long time ago. Not to mention the possibility of seeing my children again. My children and their families are my only living family. My biological mother passed away two days after I was sentenced and two days before I came to prison. The only good thing that came out of me turning myself in was that during the last 21 months of my biological mother’s life we got close just like we were before I was molested by my biological father and my stepmother. Honestly, we got closer; she wasn’t just my biological mother, she was my best friend. I sure do miss her. I would give anything in this world to be with her again. Maybe that’s another reason I won’t take my own life. If possible, would you also send me the book Overcoming Sexual abuse – Wounds that Heal.  Thank you.  God Bless you all.  Amen.  D.S.

You can always turn to the Lord and trust in Him. Every word He said is true. You have had an extremely tough life and I believe God wants to heal you of all the scars of your past. He loves you and wants to heal you and show you the plan He has in mind for you, a plan for your welfare and not for woe, so as to give you a future of hope (Jeremiah 29:11). When you call Him, and come and pray to Him, He will listen to you.  The scars of sexual abuse He will wipe away and hold you as His loving daughter. He doesn’t hold you for His own pleasure but to heal you of your wounds. When a man or woman desire sex to fill his or her own desires, it is called lust. When a person is self-giving for another’s welfare it is called love. That’s what Jesus did for you. He is calling you DS and will teach you and show you how to be the mother you were called to be. He will heal you. Get to know your spiritual family by doing the lessons in the Bread of Life Catholic Bible Study asking the Holy Spirit to teach you. God will bring you home to Him in His timing. Stay close to Him and read in the first chapters of Luke how Mary, our Blessed Mother responded to His call. She will intercede for you to her Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We will keep you in prayer daily. The books are on the way that you requested.


Dear Loved Ones at St. Dismas Guild, 
I pray God’s blessings on each of you. I have been receiving your encouraging newsletters for several years. And I thank you all very dearly for all the hard work you have to go through in order to bless so many of us with these letters, and so many types of other materials having to do with our Catholic belief. Now I need to request  respectfully the following types of your precious blessings, in faith that they will help me along with the journey I have chosen to follow our Holy God’s calling to me.  Could I receive “How to pray the Rosary, The Divine Chaplet, the Chaplet of St. Michael and A Catholic Bible and bible study and any other material you may think will continue to help bring me closer to our heavenly Father?


Last of all, I ask for your prayers for my release from prison. I have been incarcerated for over 25 long lonely years straight, and with all sincerity I yearn for my freedom so I may have the opportunity to go out into the world doing the Lord’s will in serving others and spreading His Word in all possible ways. For this is honestly what I yearn to do. I have so awesomely much I have to make up for, because of all the pain, suffering, and misery I had caused before I was imprisoned. Right now, I am in the middle of a court hearing for my release from prison and I am in desperate need of all the prayers I can be blessed with. May God have mercy on me, a lowly and unworthy sinner, In His Holy Name I Pray. Amen. 


Again, I thank you all for all of the Love and Blessings each of you bestow upon so many of us. May our Almighty God bless all of you and your loved ones always…with His Love.  CY

Twenty five years is a long time to spend in prison. As you said 25 lonely years. We are praying for God’s will for your life and that you will get the desire of your heart. Romans 8:28 says, that all things work for the good of those who love the Lord. Jesus Christ is there for you. He thirst for you to come to Him.. We are praying for your release and that you will find the closest Catholic Church and become part of their community of believers. Ask the Pastor to help you and direct you. He is there to help you. Remember, the kind of people you associate with will determine whether you stay out of prison or end up back in there.
.

+++++++++++
Dear St. Dismas Staff,  I just want to thank you for giving me a chance to let everyone out there know how great you are and the way you are changing people’s lives in prison by listening to every one of us here in jail. Thank the Lord for having angels here on earth like you guys. God Bless you all. There are people who don’t have anyone to talk to and this is the only way to speak out the problems that we have here in jail. You guys listen to us through our mail and write back. You are our family and for that I thank you on behalf of all of us – thank you. Also I want to thank you for the Bible and the study book that you sent me in Spanish. I’m taking the Bible to Mexico with me. And thank you for praying for my wife. The cancer that she had has not been back so far. Thank the Lord and the Virgin of Guadalupe and your prayers. Let’s all pray for the people who are sick and can’t go to the doctor or don’t have a house or food on the table. Let us pray for everyone on earth. Let’s hope we start loving each other like brothers and sisters. Let’s start with our families. Let’s practice this every day with ourselves. Prison is not the end, it is the beginning. My friend, go and give out your love to your brothers. God bless you all. Thank you St. Dismas. AS

We are so happy you are spreading the word in Mexico. Cancer is a devastating sickness. We will keep your wife in our prayers for a total healing. Our Lady of Guadalupe is a powerful intercessor. You are really promoting prayer. God answers our prayers. 2 Thessalonians 5:16-19 says, Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit.” Some may say “what do I have to rejoice about in this hole.” I say think about Jesus and what He has done for you. Jesus never thought about Himself only about you and me and freeing us from the slavery of sin. Rejoice in the fact He has done that. Turn to Him and ask Him to take control of your life and set you free. It is Satan who is putting the negative thoughts in your mind. Resist him and he will flee. Blessings! 

++++++++++

Dear Brothers and Sisters of St. Dismas Guild, 
I’ve come upon an old copy of your newsletter, and I would like to be added to your mailing list. In reading it I see others making requests of you and I would like to ask if you would send something to teach the faith to my children ages seven and nine. I came to prison when my sons were three and one year old. I was seven months out of the army and had been struggling for two years since returning from Iraq with addiction and pain and hate and fear. Two years into my sentence my wife, their mother, tragically and unexpectedly passed away. Luckily my mother, their Grandma, has been able to care for them.


My mom and children seem to be largely hanging on some days and it distresses me. But my situation is no less perilous. However, I found the Catholic faith and I’ve been given opportunities to learn and grow in my faith, but my children don’t even have a basic understanding. It scares me. I want more for them, but I need your help please. I haven’t been able to surmount this separation.    Sincerely, JF

Dear JF, Thank you for serving time in Iraq and defending us. We are so sorry for the loss of your wife. I know that is very painful to lose a spouse. Your life now is your children and you can teach them about Jesus but first you have to come to know Him personally as your Lord and Savior and you do that by study of His Word and developing a relationship with Him through the Word. The Holy Spirit will remind you of all He said and did while He walked the earth (John 14:26). As you come to know Him tell your children about Jesus. You say you have a lot of hate and fear. Perfect love cast out fear. God is perfect love. As you turn to Him, He will wipe away all the bad memories. You need healing and He is your healer. There is a lot of evil and hate out there. Satan is prowling around like a roaring lion. “So humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time. Cast all your worries upon Him because He cares for you. Be sober and vigilant. Your opponent the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in faith knowing that your fellow believers throughout the world undergo the same sufferings.”(1 Peter 5:6-9) 

One year ago my dad passed and I miss him.  It is very difficult to be separated from those we love, whether it is through death or just life’s circumstances.  We recently received this letter and it reminded me how important it is in our families to not only say “I love you” but also say “I am sorry”.  Here is the letter…

That call from prison spiritually rocked my world. Lucky me! The oldest in the family, I was the one he chose to receive that one call he was allowed to make when arrested. It seemed like a bad dream. But it was my new reality and somehow I had to find the courage to tell my mother, then in her mid-fifties, my four siblings, dad's righteous brothers, and my own children who were still very young. Then there were the court dates, the sentencing, and yes, those visits in the big house. 


His visitors were actually very few. Mom, her heart broken and her trust in her husband shattered couldn't bring herself to go; his brothers didn't want to sully their good name, which they thought my dad had done a thorough job of ruining. Only two of my sisters and I went regularly. It was really hard on us, but we knew he was miserable there. We knew he needed us. It was during those visits that I had to search my heart and forgive my father for his crime. He had gotten caught up in a money-making scheme that ended up being his web of entanglement. He was paying a costly price. Part of his price would never be the loss of my love. 


Although the words, "I'm sorry" were never in my father's vocabulary, I knew that he was sorry and embarrassed. Jesus makes it very clear that we must forgive others if the Father in Heaven will forgive us. “If you forgive others their transgressions, your heavenly Father will forgive you.  But if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your transgressions.” (Matthew 6:14-15)


I always wished he could have said those words to members of his family when he got out of prison. He never did and I believe it would have made a difference. I loved him and forgive him. He died a few years ago. I miss you Daddy, and I love you. Your daughter


“Before birth the Lord called me, from my mother’s womb He gave me my name. ……..Can a mother forget her infant, be without tenderness for the child in her womb? Even should she forget I will never forget you.” Isaiah 49:1, 15
Regret taking Abortion Pill – Call right away 
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