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By MB
Hello. My name is MB and I have been receiving your newsletters for a few years. You guys sent me a Good News Bible and Cycle C of the Bread of Life Bible Study last year along with a Rosary guide and a beautiful St. Michael card.  Thank you. I really enjoy reading the testimonies in your newsletter. They have given me much inspiration and your Spirit-filled councils in your responses are a blessing. They are a definite cause for reflection and thanksgiving. Thank you.


I’m incarcerated on a 20-year aggravated sexual assault charge. It has not been easy, but I know God has His hand on me. I am three years into my sentence. And this is my first time to prison. I started at a very young age abusing drugs and alcohol and shortly thereafter left home at fifteen or sixteen. I worked some, but mainly only to get drugs. I slept on the couches of other drug users places. Eventually I became homeless and I continued to use and instead of working I begged, borrowed and stole. When that didn’t work I engaged in homosexual prostitution to get drugs. But really, it was all just an excuse to get a distorted, warped sense of love. I used many women also and gave them a false sense of love, too. Throughout all these 20 years I always felt the Lord calling me, but I was bitter, blaming Him for my choices and then, overcome with shame, unable in my heart to come to Him.

Now in prison I finally gave up and surrendered to Him. I know His burden is light and His yoke easy, but I still struggle. I’m growing closer through prayer, trusting, and believing, and I do want to love Him above all. I’m trying and I believe I am forgiven and washed clean in His Blood and that through Him all things are possible. I did a lot of things I didn’t want to back then and I’m still angered by other men, when they approach me sexually.

I am asking if you could please send me your book entitled “Overcoming Sexual Abuse – Wounds that Heal”. I would really appreciate it. Also, if you could send me the Cycle A, “Bread of Life Bible Study.” I was confirmed this last Easter season. My Dad’s family is Catholic and I went to Mass some with him and that is where I truly felt God’s presence, so when I decided to finally let go and let God and came home, I knew I needed to be Catholic. Thank y’all for all you do. Your ministry is a true blessing. Also, if you have any info on discerning a religious, consecrated life, I could use it very much. Thank y’all again and May God Bless you in all your ministry and May His Peace reign in our hearts. Truly, MB
MB, you have certainly been through a lot. God must have had his hand on you to survive the drug scene, prostitution, etc. It’s amazing that through it all you always knew God had his hand on you. It takes prison for many and getting sober to be able to surrender to the loving waiting arms of Jesus Christ. He wishes none to perish but all to live the abundant life. He goes out after his lost sheep and protects them until they are ready to surrender to Him. He is the way, the truth, and the life to live. He see’s your heart and your desire to love him. You are in the process of being healed. Healing takes time, a miracle is instantaneous so be patient my friend and daily receive His love for you and accept the discipline of the Lord “for whom the Lord loves He disciplines; he scourges every son he acknowledges (Hebrews 12:6). 

Brothers at St. Dismas, 
Thank You! You all have been a blessing not only to me but to all our incarcerated brothers across the nation. The Bibles, books and especially the monthly newsletters are so helpful because of the powerful testimonies and praise reports. We truly need more Catholic ministries such as yours to keep spreading the Good News and the Love of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Speaking of good news, I have a little myself; I’ve been granted parole! Praise the Lord!!! I should be walking out of the walls soon, Lord willing.  Fourteen years in this place and it’s coming to an end, thank God! But it’s funny how the Lord works in our life you know. If you would have told me five years ago that one of my goals upon getting released would be to be able to come back into the prisons to proclaim the Good News I would have laughed. But now, it’s truly something I look forward to.

I know I have a very tough road ahead of me and I look forward to the challenge. I know as long as I keep my eyes on Our Lord, I’ll be fine. I’ve also been building a strong Christian support network around myself for when I am released who know how to help me out during some of the “situations” that are bound to arise out there. You know iron sharpens iron. And yall are part of that network. I will stay in touch because I know yall are making a difference by spreading the Good News.

God’s word changed people and your ministry helps get that word out. Lives are transformed one at a time but the ripple effect goes on and on. I’m putting the address I’m paroling to at the end of this letter even though I know there are easier ways of communicating out there. But if there are any ministries or help in my area, please point them out to me and mail me that info. In this state we don’t get paid for our work in prison and we receive a check upon release and another once we report to parole and some of that goes to pay our parole fee. I’m not complaining, I just know getting out with nothing is going to be tough and I’ll take all the help I can get. So, thanks again for all that yall do, and I look forward to hearing back. Keep up the good work and May God Bless Yall! And may the Love, Grace, and Peace of Our Lord Jesus Christ be with yall always! Sincerely, Your Brother in Christ.  CG

Congratulations on your release. It’s good you prepared yourself best you could for your release. Know that wherever you go that you are a temple of the Holy Spirit, the living God. He will never leave you nor forsake you. Satan is still prowling around like a roaring lion seeing who he can devour and he will be on your tail. Resist him. You do that by calling on the Spirit in you who is greater than he that is in the world. Go to the parish in your area and look for a community of believers who operate in the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Ask the Pastor or administration of the parish if they have a prayer group and become a regular attendee along with daily Mass. Stay close to your Church and Christian Community and know that God is right there with you and I am sure the Lord will lead the Church to help you. One caution, do not go back into the old environment you were in. Make new friends and stay away from the people and places that you associated with. You are a new creation in Christ Jesus. “So whoever is in Christ is a new creation: the old things have passed away; behold, new things have come” (2 Cor. 5:17). Yes, it is going to be tough. It was tough on Jesus so you are in good company. We are praying for you.
Dear St. Dismas Guild, 
My name is VP and I’m currently incarcerated in a state prison. First, I would like to thank your staff for sending your newsletters, not just to me, but to all who are in bad situations and a bad time in their life. Your letters encourage me to stay strong in the faith and help me fight the loneliness of being in prison. I’m a strong believer in the Catholic Church and truly believe that GOD has a purpose for each and every one of us. I pray every day and also read my Catholic bible every day. I’m currently serving a LWOP sentence and hope it’s God’s will to let me one day regain my freedom and be back home with my family and love ones. Thank you St. Dismas Guild for your constant dedication to the good LORD and your powerful newsletters. God bless you. VP
VP, you are doing the right things and are on your way to freedom. We will pray that one day you will be with your family again. Loneliness is very difficult but if you can remember that you are never alone with Jesus’ Spirit dwelling in you. He knows everything about you and loves you with an everlasting love (Jeremiah 31:3). Even widows and widowers suffer from loneliness but the knowledge that one day we will see our loved ones again and picturing that glorious day gets us through it. Deuteronomy 31:6 says, “Be strong and steadfast; have no fear or dread of them, for it is the Lord, your God, who marches with you; he will never fail you or forsake you.” God bless you.

The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary.  The church we attended mass at this past weekend offered a children’s liturgy of the word.  So, just prior to the readings the children were given a blessing and then processed to an adjacent room to hear the reading of the day and have a teaching on the readings given at their level.  Many children attended the children’s liturgy and some were as young as 3 years of age.  The couple leading the children’s liturgy began with a decade of the rosary; one Our Father, ten Hail Mary’s and the Glory Be.  They explained to the kids prior to praying, that through the rosary, we are reflecting on moments in Jesus’ life and honoring his mother, Mary.  So picture this, over thirty young children, with a lot of energy, fidgeting, talking and trying to figure out who they wanted to sit near!  In just the few short minutes that it took to recite the prayers, which a few of the kids in attendance lead, there was a stillness and calmness that fell over the room.  It felt as though Jesus’ mother Mary was calming all of us in the room, just as a mother knows how to calm her children.  I had gotten out of the habit of praying a daily rosary, the busyness of life takes over, and it took God to show me through these kids that I needed the rosary.  Jesus told us, from the cross, that his mother was our mother…

When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.”  Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his home. (John 19:26-27)

One hundred years ago, when Our Lady appeared in Fatima, Portugal, she asked us all to pray the rosary daily for conversion and world peace. She assured the three humble shepherd children, Lucia Santos (10), Jacinta (7), and Francisco Marto (9), that there was no problem — in the family, the Church or the world — that could not be solved by praying the rosary.  


By Fr. Richard Perozich

How do I be obedient to my husband if he is not totally obedient to God?

Obedience to a husband is to be faithful to him, to pray for him, to honor all that is good in him, to work with him to build the marriage and the family to the degree he cooperates in these efforts.  It never includes disobedience to God’s commandments.
What is the meaning of life? 

Life, eternal life is to know the Son and the Father who sent him.  We borrow life from God, our consciousness with our soul.  He develops that in us by our knowing Jesus revealed in the Bible, our baptism into Jesus wherein His spirit unites with ours, and then allowing Jesus to guide us in every situation in life. Responding to the promptings of Jesus gives ultimate satisfaction over any pleasure or promise that is offered outside this relationship.
If you would rather die but know God has work for you here, how do you find the joy in being here? 

Joy is found where God is moving within us.  While we may prefer to see him face to face, to escape sufferings in this world, His presence in us gives us true joy until He is ready for us to be with Him in heaven (Philippians 1:20-24, 2Cor. 5:8-10)

 “LIFE BREAKING NEWS!! God has answered my prayers after 35 years. Our third child who we painstakingly gave up for adoption because of certain circumstances has contacted me. My heart is overflowing with so much happiness that I don't have enough space on here to express all the feelings I am feeling right now. This has been a lifelong void that GOD has fulfilled for me. I could go on & on about how she is. She is everything I dreamed my daughter would be. She is Beautiful inside & out!!!  I've been Praising GOD & thanking him every moment I get. And crying (of course) with Joy!! GOD IS SO Good!!!”
A few weeks later… We had an AMAZING weekend with my daughter. I will cherish this first meeting Forever! Thank you GOD for fulfilling my lifelong dream of meeting my child. She is everything a mother would want in a daughter!! I am so proud of her in so many ways.  We clicked right from the start when we met like we've known each other all our lives. I am So looking forward to our journey together. GOD ALWAYS ANSWERS YOUR Prayers!!”
 

“For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future…” Jeremiah 29:11
+++++++++++++++++
We were blessed here at St. Dismas Guild to send 44 bibles to the Tijuana Prison to Sister Leonor living in the prison. Thank you for your generosity in donating to this ministry. Hope to send the Pan de Vida soon and another 56 bibles.


God bless you, 
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