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Dear St. Dismas Staff, I need to give you a change of address, plus I want to thank you for your newsletter each month. I look forward to reading the testimonies and stories that the brothers and sisters send in. I guess I’m kind of sentimental. I laugh and smile with some and than I cry with others. But I would like to share my story with you guys. In 2010 I signed for 12 years for burglary of a building. I’ve been in and out of prison the last 15 years six times. All my cases have been for theft. They just put fancy names in place, like embezzlement, larceny, organized crime, stuff like that. I’m 58 years old and I’ve been involved in some sort of drug activities all my life, actually since I was 10 years old. But in 2010, while waiting for sentencing in county jail, I was up early reading my Bible. I believe I was In the Spirit at that time.

I asked God, with tears running down my cheeks, broken hearted and so sick and tired, what is your will for me Father?  He took me to Romans chapter 12:1-2 and He opened my eyes to His perfect and pleasing will for me. So I asked Him, How do I do this?  And He took me to Ephesians Chapter 6:10-17. He said to put on the full armor of God, which is the Word, and the Word being Jesus Christ. I couldn’t believe it, it was all there in front of me. So I’ve been trying to maintain that armor every day since then. The results have shown to be manifesting the fruits of the Spirit Gal. 5:22-25. And I, and that armor, have been riding myself of all the works of the flesh mentioned in Gal 5:19:21. It’s been a real job turning from serving Satan all those years to serving God and sharing the Word with my son and my daughters. My faith in Jesus and my hope in His second coming are stronger than ever. God’s inspired Word tells that we are the temple of the Holy Spirit in 1 Cor. 3:16, 6:19 and 2 Cor. 6:16. God’s Word also said that Jesus cleanses the temple, Matt 21:12-13. Man, what a pleasure it has been to start serving the creator of all things and being able to stand on His Words. Now I know, even though I’m still doing time, what it means to be set free. I am free indeed, Glory to God. May the Peace and Love of Our Lord our God be with you all. Thank you very much. Sincerely, RB

Dear RB, Thank you so much for a powerful testimony. Romans 12:2 says, “Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, so that you may judge what is God’s will, what is good, pleasing and perfect.” You say you were in the Spirit that day in 2010, and it sounds like He pierced your heart. God’s timing is perfect and He knows when we will receive Him. He has taken up residence in you and is now leading you to Jesus, the way, the truth, and the life to be lived. Continue on your journey by putting the scriptures into practice in your life. God bless you and again thank you for sharing what God has done in your life. That brings hope to others who have been in and out of prison and been involved in drugs that altar the mind. Your testimony shows the power of God to heal us through His Word and that Jesus defeated Satan from the cross.

Dear St. Dismas Guild, I receive your newsletter and appreciate that it usually comes at just the right time. I have been in prison for four years and will be returning home in five month. So I would like to request prayer for my wife and me to be able to put our lives back together. I struggle in my walk with God. I was baptized Catholic and attended catechism when I was very young. But my Dad started to attend a Protestant non-denominational church shortly after my mother died. One of the few memories I have of my mother is when she gave me a St. Christopher medal and she told me it would keep me safe. Shortly afterward she committed suicide after battling mental illness. I was only eight. Unfortunately I witnessed her suicide. At 38 years old now I struggle with deciding where to attend church and it is hard here because there is no priest who comes. Would you please send me a Bread of Life study and anything you may have about Saints, such as St. Christopher? I dream of returning home and trying to be the man I was created to be, so pray for me to be a good husband and that God would bless us with a child even though we have tried all the years we have been married.  Thank you,  RM

RM, That must have been tragic finding your mom who committed suicide at such a young age. Those are the things that need healing and Jesus is the healer of broken hearts and broken dreams. We have put you and your wife on our prayer list.  It is good that your desire is to be a good husband. It is not easy these days but Jesus says to “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.” Matthew 11:29-30 Make Jesus the center of your life and relationship and even bring Him into the bedroom with you. As you learn from Jesus by studying his word and following him your wife will follow you down the mouth of a cannon. We sent you Secrets of a Happy Family which is the biblical role of the members of the family. Tradition says, Saint Christopher is a popular and well-loved saint among Catholics. As a hermit, Christopher helped many travelers cross a wide river. He had the honor of escorting the Child Jesus Himself across it. Christopher was martyred during the reign of the Roman Emperor Decius after refusing to sacrifice to pagan gods. Christopher's legacy as the companion of Christ has gained him much fame as the patron saint of travelers.  Thank you for your letter
++++++
Dear St. Dismas Guild Staff, 
Hello! How are you today? As always, I do hope you and yours are well. At your convenience, could you please send me the “B” cycle of the Bread of Life bible study book for the upcoming Advent season? I do not have it and Advent will be here before you know it.  I am entering my 25th year in a natural life sentence and I just turned 50. As my parents, brother and most of my aunts and uncles have passed away, my mail and fellowship is very slim. Would it be possible to get a mentor to share faith-based issues and life in general? I do enjoy college courses and have been studying for many years. As I was raised Protestant my conversion to Catholicism did not sit well with the remaining family as I am the only Catholic. However, it is the right choice. It just “fits” me better and makes perfect sense. It is the biggest bright spot in my first trip to prison. Must close. Thank you for your help in these most important matters.  All the Best. GM

GM, we have assigned you to a mentor and hopefully you will be hearing from him soon. Becoming Catholic is not easy but very rewarding as there is so much the Church has to offer. I am hoping you have an opportunity to go to a priest for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and also, communion to receive our Lord Jesus Christ, Body, Soul and Divinity. The sacraments give you strength to live in the environment you are living in. Jesus blessed Simon Peter telling him “I for my part declare to you, you are ‘Rock,’ and on this rock I will build my church, and the jaws of death shall not prevail against it.” Matthew 16:18


I had an average home life and was blessed with a stay home Mom who was like the old fashioned mom’s who cooked the meals, did everyone’s laundry, and was always there making lunches, etc. She loved her family. I was with my mom when she died at the age of 83. There was never affection shown growing up but my two brothers and two sisters and I had a sense of security. Mom and Dad had a good relationship with each other. I never felt close to my Mom. I always felt bad I didn’t feel closer to her.
I went on a three day weekend recently where the people in charge have you fill out your genealogy chart and then they have a couple pray over you. I felt God touching me through their prayers.  I pictured myself in the womb of my mother and her being told that her younger brother at age 21 had committed suicide. She had her hands on her stomach. I felt in my body all the emotions and sadness she must have been going through as she was told this. Then as the two people were praying over me I pictured in my mind Jesus coming behind her putting his arms around her embracing her and putting his hands on her hands. The minute Jesus did that I had a tremendous sense of love for my mother that I never felt my whole life. I didn’t see her as critical as I previously thought of her, I just loved her. God’s timing is perfect. Although my mom is in heaven now and I can’t share it with her but as we celebrate all Saints and all Souls day in the month of November I know she is still alive and interceding for me and we have a great relationship. I know she is with the communion of saints. “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. ….” John 11:25-26

By 

Fr. Richard Perozich

Though I’ve been experimenting in the Muslim religion of Islam, do you think it wise at all to know the truth about salvation. 
Jesus, the only begotten Son of God, came down to earth to rescue man from sin and to restore him to eternal life.  He did so by his teaching, by offering himself as the sacrifice to God, by rising from the dead, and ascending into heaven to prepare a place for us and to send us the Holy Spirit to guide us on our way.  Jesus frees us from sin when we cooperate with His grace.  He feeds us with His Body and Blood in Holy Communion.  He unites us with Himself completely throughout this life beginning in baptism, and then on the last day, will reward the faithful with a new and resurrected body which will know only joy and peace forever.   There is no other name in heaven or on earth by which man can be saved.
Please send in short questions you have about your own spiritual growth for Fr. Rich to answer.

LIFE IS A BEAUTIFUL STRUGGLE ... By CC

“I had joy I had fun I had seasons in the sun.” Growing up I was a normal happy little girl besides the fact I was sexually molested since I was 5 until I was 10 years old. 

My parents always taught me right from wrong. I loved life, I loved my family, I loved my dreams.  But by the age of 11 I started to rebel.  I tried marijuana and cigarettes and I liked it!  Flashbacks and unwanted memories started to make me feel insecure and unsure of who I was. Therefore, I was seeking attention in all the wrong places. There I deviated, started drinking and hanging out with the wrong crowd.  By the time I was 14 I started using crystal meth.  

At 16 I was pregnant with my first child whom I wanted to abort but I was too far along. I keep using through my pregnancy, my addiction kept getting deeper within time. Five years later I got pregnant with my second child whom I wanted to abort as well but never pulled through. By this time, I was already having issues with child protective services. Once again, I stayed high throughout my pregnancy. I began to not care and I only lived to get high. Within three years I was in and out of jail about to lose my kids to the system. I was very lost.

By this time, I was pregnant with my third child but this time I was to the point where I wanted nothing to do with this baby and was determined to get rid of it anyway.

I googled "abortion clinics" and walked into COLFS but to my surprise they didn't perform abortions whatsoever.  I was given the option of Adoption. I was higher than a kite that day all I know is that I wanted to give my child away. As I got the help I needed I turned myself in to the police, went to jail, got out with a 6 years’ probation (but finished It in 1 1/2 yrs.) and then went to rehab. 

At that point my addiction had lasted 10 years. I have now been clean for 2 years. I have all my three boys I have my own place that I rent, I'm responsible. I’m a good mother now and I’m able to hold a job.  It took me this long to realize they are whom I live for and are my motivation to keep fighting my disease. Now that the blindfold is off I can see my higher powers daily blessings and I've learned to cherish every moment. I now have the urge to thrive for success wanting the best in life for my boys and for myself.

“Sacrifice to be real, must cost, must hurt, must empty us of ourselves.”  Mother Teresa (St. Teresa of Calcutta)
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