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By AS

My name is A and I am a child of Christ, someone who found Christ in prison behind these ugly walls. A place full of hate, and anger, something that had a hold of me for the fifteen years of my sentence. Now it has been 25 years since I called Christ into my poor life, and me, life now has meaning to it. I am no longer pushed around by the enemy. Oh, I still have troubles and problems in my life: But God is good and stands by my side. At first, he was carrying me until He knew that I could stand on my two feet. Oh, I get knocked down every now and then but I always get up with God’s love, and strong arms.

It took me 58 years to find out that God loved me, at first, I thought that God hated me. He took my dad from me at an early age, and my mother shot herself in the head. She did not die, but she wasn’t the same, you could say that I had a half mother. Times were hard, and we were very poor, and very sad. I remember hearing my mother cry, because she couldn’t feed us. At an early age I blamed God, and I was mad at him. How could he let this happen to me, what did I do. I was just a child. I lived what someone calls a sinful life, hate, and anger ruled my life. When I was 21 years old, I took the life of my two boys mother under the influence of PCP a very ugly drug. I hurt a lot of people, and now can’t understand why God loves me! Brother I may never get out of this prison made of hands full of hate, anger, lust, and drugs, but thanks to God, he released me from this spiritual prison, the enemy had me in a very ugly dark, and lonely place where only demons live. I could go on and on but I don’t want to make this a long letter.

Anyways, thanks for the newsletters, they help me a lot in many wonderful ways. You can’t imagine how much a letter can mean to a poor and lonely prisoner like me. Thank you and may God bless you always.

Dear A, you are blessed to find in your lifetime that God loves you. When that really sinks into your heart your life changes. St. Teresa of Calcutta says, “We have been created in His image. We have been created to love and to be loved, and He has become man to make it possible for us to love as He loved us.” PCP is a deadly drug.  Drugs distort the mind and you become a different person. We are blessed by seeing how God has worked in your life. Thank you so much for sharing with us. Christ shows us the true meaning of love when He got on the cross and took all our sins upon Himself and died. 

Dear St. Dismas Guild, 
Thank you for the correspondence. I am thrilled to be on your mailing list and receiving what you offer. The Bible Study is so effective it has catapulted me into the ministry. People are amazed as I share the weekly studies with them. I study so much it consumes my prison time and weeks pass like days. It is definitely a distraction to the chaos around me in this prison environment.


I have been sentenced to be jailed until 2026 and I couldn’t have picked a better way to do this time. As I complete cycle B and C, it starts over again, right? These three books provide the deliverance needed to gain the spiritual gifts God offers. I’m going to take advantage of that and build an arsenal of knowledge capable of saving many here who are in the dark.


It’s also amazing that three years ago I was in the dark neglecting God’s calling and doing worldly things and feeling no satisfaction. God has an awesome way of waking us up, doesn’t he? I pray that He sustains the hunger in me, even when I’m out of prison, to keep and minister the knowledge I’m blessed with. God bless St. Dismas Guild ministry and I look forward to future letters.  MM

Dear MM, thank you for such an uplifting letter and sharing how the Bread of Life Catholic Bible Study has blessed you. Yes, there are three cycles and 3 books, A, B, & C. They each repeat every three years. You have grown in faith through your study of God’s Word. As Romans 10:17 says, “Thus faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.” You pray God will sustain the hunger in you and Matthew 7:8 tells you. “For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.” God bless you.
------------
To the Wonderful Staff of St. Dismas Guild, I want to thank you so very much for sending me the book, “The GOSPELS In Their Original Meaning.” I read the Good News Bible on a constant basis. The book, ‘The GOSPELS,” has made me dig deeper into the Scripture. After reading the GOSPEL book, I am getting a better understanding of the Scriptures.  God Bless you! HS

--------------
Dear Friends at St. Dismas, Thank you for your monthly newsletters. I am always humbled to read the stories of those who are in their spiritual journeys while being incarcerated. I admire their strength, perseverance and their faithfulness. I keep all of you in prayer as you continue to bring spiritual direction, hope, and love to all of us who are incarcerated. God bless all of you.  TB
________
Dear St. Dismas,  Hello sister and brothers, as you may please note that I am writing to you from a state health care facility/prison.  It is my request of your prayers for many prisoners, many of them very sick. Many of them are dying all alone, as well as forgotten. This place has only been open about five years and way over 900 prisoners have died, and still are dying everyday, from 35 to 80 years old. Now, please understand that I need and want your prayers when it comes to my health problems and being all alone without a family and no one outside these prison walls. However, it is not all about me. It is for all the prisoners who are suffering worse that I am. I only want the St. Dismas family to please pray for all prisoners. Thank you and God bless everyone and may all your holiday wishes come true. Sincere blessings always from BD

Thank you, BD, for sharing with us how you are thinking more of others and praying for others more than yourself. That’s what we call love, Philippians 2:3 says, “Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, humbly regard others as more important than yourselves., each looking out not for his own interests, but (also) everyone for those of others.” God sees your heart, HD, we look at appearance. You have a good heart that cares about the welfare of others. Yes, there are many sick people out there that need our prayers and we will heed your advice to pray for them. May God bless you and heal you physically, emotionally, and spiritually.
++++++++++
To St. Dismas Guild, 
A fellow inmate and Catholic brother gave me your address recently along with his copy of a newsletter. I was left with a feeling of hope after reading it. I had not found a true Catholic group to write to, just Christian places that felt more on the Protestant side. Thank God I got that newsletter.


My name is LJ and I was brought up Roman Catholic (thanks to my grandparents). I went through Sunday school but didn’t strive for more at home to learn about the faith. I never lost my faith in Jesus, God, and Holy Spirit but didn’t practice it as I should. I have been looking more deeply into the Roman Catholic religion since I got incarcerated, but unfortunately I have had some trouble getting the info I needed. I hope and pray my search is over.


I write to you in humble need. I would like to receive items such as: Bible, concordance, Catechism, bible study and other books if possible. I am not sure how you send things, but I should mention the restrictions on receiving books in the mail. They need to either be from the publisher or an approved source. 


Thank you for your time and consideration on this humble request. If it is not possible to do it, then that is God’s will. I will look forward to hearing back soon and pray for a positive result.  God Bless.  LJ
LJ, we sent you a bible, bible study, catechism and pamphlets. Your grandparents passing on to you the faith is such a help for you now. God has put a desire in your heart to seek him. John 15:16 says, “It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name He may give you.” Continue to study His Word and come to know Jesus personally. He is calling you back to a relationship with Him. Welcome home.
 
“I think the world today is upside-down, and is suffering so much, because there is so very little love in the homes and in family life. We have no time for our children, we have no time for each other, there is no time to enjoy each other. If we could only bring back into our lives the life that Jesus, Mary, and Joseph lived in Nazareth, if we could make our homes another Nazareth, I think that peace and joy would reign in the world.” St. Teresa of Calcutta


We had the privilege to hear and meet Mother Teresa, now St. Teresa of Calcutta, many times and over the years have grasped the powerful simple message of love in the family.  A simple but profound message of love of the family was emphasized many times. Imitating the Holy Family brings peace. Everyone is looking for peace, peace of heart, peace of soul, peace of mind. Deacon Ken would ask people, “What four letter word describes a love relationship?” Then he would say, T I M E Is that not what Mother Teresa is saying? Children are starving for Mom and Dad’s time and love. You can only give love if you have received love. Time alone with Jesus and developing a personal relationship with Jesus through the word of God is powerful, powerful indeed. 

By 

Fr. Richard Perozich

Why is life so hard?

Your uncle enclosed a letter to the guild from you, his nephew, saying that you missed your uncle, that you wondered why life is so hard, that you hoped your uncle would be released from jail, and that you would be playing guitar in church.  Your uncle asked that I drop this note of encouragement to you.  

Young man, your belief in Jesus as the Son of God and Savior of the world is the way out of any suffering or hard time that you have to put up with.  Your uncle noted that you intend to play your guitar in church, that you love Jesus, the Church, and the Bible.  These are great ways to live a life in Jesus.

Whatever you wish for in life, ask Jesus.  In your letter you said you hoped for Your uncle’s release.  I don’t know all the details of the jail time, but his release is a good thing for which to pray while your uncle is still in jail.  The prayers will move God’s heart to give him the strength to serve his time knowing that you love him, and that God loves Him also.

=====
I feel so unsure of myself and sad. Can you give me a scripture to help me?
Always Psalm 23: you are at my side
======
Do you think that the Lord allows people to get sick to draw them to Himself?

Yes, he may do anything that would draw someone to him, even suffering, but you have it right in using the verb allow rather than cause.  That’s why we pray lead us not into temptation.
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www.Art4TheGlryOfGod.com
I'm Pro Life because God is Pro Life. He's a God of second chances. He gives Life to those who truly seek Him and His forgiveness. He wants us to give Him all of our sins and failings and He takes them to the cross. I was once lost in the darkness and He called me out into His wonderful Light…  Give your sins to Him and He will renew your Life - Body, Mind and Spirit...
WHY ARE YOU PRO LIFE? Write to us and tell us and maybe we will feature your answer in our next Newsletter.
"I have set before you Life and death, the blessing and the curse. Choose Life."  Deuteronomy 30:19
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