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St. Dismas Guild: I have been in prison for 23 years (4 county; 19 prison) and I have not been able to discipline myself to accept the limits, restrictions to the  point that I have fears, anxieties, pains etc. which pain me.

I was studying Philippians 2:13-14 (Do everything without grumbling or questioning…)  and looked up humble. I feel it in my heart I have not been regarding others as more important than myself. I just realized something…my manners, the military courtesy training I received has been in conflict with prison culture so that I have developed resentments, doubts, confusion. I have lived now for 56 years and have concluded as Solomon (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 - … God will bring to judgment every work, with all its hidden qualities, whether good or bad.)
I am in need of Jesus; I am surrounded by sights, sounds, desires which strive for everything except God for the vast majority of this prison or others as evidenced by rebellion, conflict, our sins.
What does it mean to be a Roman Catholic Church member? A member of the body of Christ.
I am almost alone on this Earth. My dad is in his late 70’s, one brother and sister from whom I do not hear, two daughters with their own child now and problems. All I really have now is God the Almighty, Jesus, the Holy Spirit; Blessed Holy Mary, the Hosts of Heaven, Holy Angels and the prayers of those believers in Jesus ‘deity on earth.
My heart fears at times, panics, gets anxious but I have returned to the Catholic Church and began a devotion to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Please pray for me. The priest, due to my vacillation is proceeding cautiously. Truly, D.L.G. - California
PS – Why is the mind said to be the source when Matthew 15:19 tells us in the NAB the source is the heart. What does the Catholic Church teach? From the heart come evil thoughts.
 
Dear D.L.G, Thank you for letting us know that you have been transferred. We are sending you a copy of “Rediscovering Catholicism” to assist you in your return to the Catholic Church. You ask why Matthew 15:19 says “From out of the heart come evil thoughts.”  Read all of Matthew 15:1-20 to put this in perspective.  Both good and evil is first formed in the heart. When our heart is full of love, our thoughts, actions and judgements will also reflect love. Read 1 Corinthians 13:3-7 and practice love from your heart. You are on the right path D.L, don’t be discouraged, God loves you unconditionally. Trust in Him. He is merciful and waits patiently for you. Pray often Psalm 51:10 “A clean heart create for me, O God; renew in me a steadfast spirit.” We will pray for you and ask that you pray for this ministry.
++++++++++

St. Dismas, Thank you for providing Bibles and other Catholic books to those of us that are incarcerated. I grew up in a religious family but I never felt comfortable in any of the churches I attended. It wasn’t until my first few months here at FCI that I started searching for a group and something spiritual. I tried several of the groups without finding that something I was looking for. I had never before had any connections with the Catholic Church (I grew up in a very rural community) but I decided to at least give it a chance. Upon getting to know some of those involved, they made me feel very welcomed. For the first several months, we only had deacons that came until Father Mike was cleared to do services. On April 25, 2012, I was baptized and received my first communion and was confirmed into the Catholic Church. It has changed my life for the better. I will never forget the way in which this all happened. Sometimes your lowest point and highest can come together. Thank you again J.H – Texas
Dear J.H. The author C.S. Lewis wrote “God allows us to experience the low points of life in order to teach us lessons that we could learn in no other way.”  Thank you for sharing the experience of your path into the Catholic Church. How important it was to have people who welcomed you and the tools to learn the faith. Continue to meet with others, share and study God’s Word. Share your faith with joy; just as you were welcomed, invite others who are searching. “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. Acts 2:46-47” Welcome to the Catholic family, Brother J.  “Now you are Christ’s body, and individually parts of it. 1 Corinthians 12:27.
Dear Friends of St. Dismas Guild and fellow inmates, As we enter the Lenten season I ask for your prayers, as I pray for you that I keep God at the utmost of my thoughts and actions. I also pray to remember that self-sacrifice is a small but worthy tribute for all that Jesus does for us each day in the Masses said around the world. May we, like humble Bernadette, accept without question the love and protection of Our Lady. Hopefully all Catholic inmates will get ashes and go to confession as we prepare for Easter. For Lent, may we all give up judgment, bigotry, hatred and anger, and place all our sins at the foot of the Cross – the source of real peace. Please pray the Rosary daily. “Merciful God, come to the aid of our frailty. May we who keep the memory of the Immaculate Mother of God rise from our iniquities with the help of her intercession. Amen.” RK

Yes, RK, this is the time to give up hatred and anger, but we can’t give up anything, especially the anger that got most of you into prison, until you turn to God. It is His grace, His great love for you, that saves you. You can try and try and try to change only to fail repeatedly. When you turn to God, repent, and ask Him to come into your life and change you He will. He will heal you of the root cause of the anger that you are holding onto. Pray and ask Him for the grace to forgive. “Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.” (Matthew 7:7) Along with praying the rosary, asking our Blessed Mother to intercede for you, read the bible daily. Get to know Jesus personally. Read the Gospel of John asking the Holy Spirit to teach you what He wants you to know about Jesus. Stop trying and start cooperating with the Spirit. His power and grace will transform you and heal you of the root cause of the judgment, bigotry, hatred and anger. Your right, RK, put them at the foot of the cross. Great letter RK.
Read your bible daily and if you don’t have one let us know and we will send you one. “Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may prove what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Romans 12:2


The Church’s Dedication for April 2018: The Eucharist & The Holy Spirit
Pope Frances Prayer Intention: Universal – For those who have Responsibility in Economic Matters

That economists may have the courage to reject any economy of exclusion and know how to open new paths.

As I write this letter, my daughter is still grieving the death of her grandfather.  He was a big part of her life and she misses him very much.  We talk about Grandpa being in heaven with Jesus and God’s plan for each of us.  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

God had a plan for Jesus.  He had to die and be resurrected to save us.  But what about us and those we love.  While we believe he has a plan for all of us, it is hard to watch a loved one suffer and die or be separated from someone we love.  So, how can we trust more.  

During this month we will be celebrating Christ’s resurrection on Easter Sunday and the feast of the Divine Mercy the week following Easter.  The Divine Mercy of Jesus, also known as the Divine Mercy, is a Roman Catholic devotion to Jesus Christ associated with the reputed apparitions of Jesus revealed to Saint Faustina Kowalska.
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Jesus told St. Faustina to have an image painted of Him as He appeared to her once, with one hand next to His Sacred Heart, and with red and white rays emanating from His Heart.  The red ray symbolizes His precious blood that saves us, and the white ray symbolizes the waters of Baptism.  At the bottom of the image are the words "Jesus, I Trust in You".  

So, thus how I trust more…keep turning to Jesus. The Eternal Father Prayer…Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world. Amen.

By 

Fr. Richard Perozich

Is there a point where a person can study too much, where that person can be hindered by thinking too legalistically in their faith (i.e.. focusing too hard on the precepts of the Church in the CCC)?

Faith in Jesus is a relationship with Him who speaks to a person in his conscience, where man is alone with God and discovers a law that man does not impose upon himself, but rather hears the voice of God to say, “do this, shun that”.  Only very serious decisions may require deep and long prayer for reflection.  Knowing the bible in the law, prophets, history, wisdom literature, gospels and epistles never can be too much.

For us average Catholic lay faithful and clergy, knowing what God teaches in the bible and having the resource of the catechism with prayer to Jesus, the sacramental life, and mercy are sufficient.  With difficult decisions, a sound holy spiritual director can guide us through the minefield of overthinking.


Indeed, some very educated theologians can be among those who study too much, be influenced by bad theology in their education, and more easily justify evil because of it.

In Matthew 8:28-34 Jesus send demons out of 2 men and into pigs.  The local villagers then ask Jesus to leave.  This doesn't seem to make sense, why wouldn't they embrace this miracle worker?

Once expelled from the human host, the demons did not want to return to hell, so they asked Jesus to be allowed to enter into a different living host, the swine.  Pigs are unclean animals for the purpose of eating for the Jewish people according to the precepts of the Law of Moses.

The Gadarenes or Gerazines, depending on the gospel, were not Jewish which is why they raised swine for their needs.  While they no longer had to deal with the possessed man, they lost a part of their livelihood when the swine drowned themselves.  Jesus might have been seen then as a threat to the rest of the swineherd.  Jesus came for human hearts to free us from the power of the evil, to restore us to goodness and inner peace.  This message is lost on many even today who want external comfort in this world according to their chosen ways of life, but not necessarily the changes necessary to maintain a interior life of grace and freedom from sin which is what Jesus brings in Word, Sacrament, and intimacy with Him. 
 
The abortion industry uses the feminist movement as its primary marketing target by promoting “my body; my choice” as a source of empowerment.  To be empowered, a woman needs to be comfortable in her own skin; confident and at peace. Once a woman has an abortion, empowerment slowly slips away, leaving nothing but a gaping wound in her soul, back-filled with pain, self-hatred, guilt, shame and remorse. 

The number of pro-life feminists is growing, and in all actuality, should be the rule rather than the exception.  They are the ones not only fighting for the rights of the unborn, but for the well-being of women. They are exposing the lies perpetuated by the abortion industry; the lies that lead women to believe that choosing abortion over life is a source of empowerment and has no ill-effects.  Really?  Excerpt from “PRISONERS OF CHOICE” by Pro-life Author Patti Smith   
WHY ARE YOU PRO LIFE? Write to us and tell us and we will consider featuring your answer in our next Newsletter.            

He is Risen. Alleluia!
Happy and Blessed Easter. 
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