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St. Dismas Guild ~ Prison Ministry

“Lord, when did I see you ...in prison, and not help you?” Mazt. 25:44

St. Dismas Guild is a nonprofit organization which provides Catholic Bible Study
workbooks, prayer books, etc., FREE OF CHARGE, to inmates.

Donations to help in our mission can be made on our website www.StDismasGuild.org
or by mail, PO Box 2129, Escondido, CA, 92033.

The Church’s Dedication For DECEMBER:
is to the Immaculate Conception of Mary...

December 2025

TESTIMONY

Dear St. Dismas Guild, Hi! I am currently residing in the
Texas prison system. I have repented and gave my life to
Jesus Christ in 2019. Before that I was a menace to society. I
was running the streets getting what I wanted at any cost
from anyone, without caring about consequences. My life
was dedicated to the gang life, selling drugs, and fighting
rival gangs. I have been in and out of prison for the past 16
years of my life. This is my fourth time being incarcerated.

Now that I am locked up and tired of the way I was living, I

turned to God for an answer and comfort.
In June of 2016, I was incarcerated, and I was involved in
a notorious gang. At that time, [ was tired and wanted out of
the gang, for God, and there was only one way out. Blood in
and Blood out! So, they beat me almost to death. It was eight
guys who had shattered my eye socket and broke two of my
ribs. I was rushed to the hospital with internal bleeding. I had
three tubes stuck in my body because I was nearly dead.
After that situation it had opened my eyes that the flesh is
no good, and if you don’t have Christ in you, life is
pointless. By September 1 was physically and mentally
broke. I was lost and now found. God had finally healed
and revived me and given me a second chance of life. I
had a taste of God picking me up and shaping me and
molding me to be the man I am today. As of right now, I
have fully given my life to God in His Word and am
letting the Holy Spirit work in me. If it wasn’t for our
Lord Jesus Christ, I would still be lost. But now I have been
found by the Lord and He is the way of my life. At this
point I am pursuing my bachelor’s degree in Christian
education at a bible college and seminary. Exodus 14:14,
“The Lord shall fight for me, and ye shall hold your
peace.” Luke 18:27, “The things which are impossible
with men are possible with God.” Your Catholic Brother,
M.N.

Dear M.N., thanks be to God you are alright and headed in
the right direction now. I am sorry to say, for many of us, it
takes a dramatic event to wake us up and realize how far we

are from God. He is ALWAYS there for us, but when we are
in the dark, we just cannot see it or care to notice HIS LOVE
and MERCY. Isn’t it wonderful when we feel HIS light
shining on us, we can see the way, see HIS path/plan for us
and we have the strength to follow it? That reminds me of
this verse, “But you are ‘a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a people of HIS own, so that you may
announce the praises’ of HIM who called you out of
darkness into HIS wonderful light.” 1 Peter2:9

God is calling us all into an intimate/personal LOVE
relationship with HIM, and what a beautiful journey it is
toward heaven when we finally fall in LOVE with HIM. God
bless your New Year.

DOING TIME WITH JESUS

Dear St. Dismas Guild, A few months ago, I came across a
discarded copy of Cycle C of The Bread of Life Catholic
Bible Study by Deacon Ken and Marie Finn. Immediately |
could see the quality of this course, and I’ve enjoyed
reviewing the weekly lessons ever since!

I was unexpectedly pleased to discover the fact that this
program is not the typical “multiple guess” bible study nor is
it another generic “fill-in-the blank” word search that we see
all too often disseminated by the plethora of multi-
denominational ministries that court the prison population. I
especially appreciate the unique format that is structured
around our Sunday Lectionary readings. It breaks down the
message into insightful questions and further referenced
related verses beyond the scope of the designated text. In
addition, the authors include a well-written commentary on
each reading.

Overall, I highly recommend this curriculum to anyone
who seriously desires a deeper understanding of
Scripture and an enriched experience of the liturgy.

Please send me a copy of Cycle “A” so I may continue this
path of learning through the upcoming new church year.
God Bless, B.H.



http://www.stdismasguild.org/

You're right B.H., it is not a generic Bible Study. This
workbook is to help you build a relationship with God the
father, the son, and the Holy Spirit. You didn’t just FIND
the bible study, God directed you to it because HE wants to
teach and direct you in HIS ways. The simple message is —
God Loves You and wants to fill the hole in your heart that
you may have been filling with drugs, alcohol,
pornography, food, etc. He Thirsts for you to come and
Love Him so He can heal you... because He tells us in His
word; “He who obeys the commandment ...is the man
who loves me...” John 14:21. Obedience and Love go
together. As you dive into this Bible Study remember what
Jesus said to His disciples, the “Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, will instruct you in
everything and remind you of all that I told you...” John
14:26. God bless you in your relationship with the Lord.

DEACON KEN’S CORNER

A Letter from the late Deacon Ken Finn, Dec. 1986.
“Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the
day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2).

Christmas in jail is a sad, lonely time and depression is
constantly at your side. It is a time when suicides are more
frequent, a time when violence breaks out and it is also a
time when heart after heart yields and melts to the Lord.

One young man spoke very softly and sincerely. He spent
many years in San Quentin and Folsom, and he was now
going back on a parole violation. He told me about running
large drug rings in Los Angeles, being heavily involved in
prostitution, and controlling the women involved. Robbery
and murder brought him to state prison.

He was a handsome muscular man who looked like a former
athlete but was now moving very gracefully into middle
age. He told about how he came from Christian parents and
that every Christmas he would find many presents under the
tree. He began to drift away from God and finally when he
saw the excitement some of his peer group talked about. It
was only a matter of time when his newfound love of
money led him to elicit sex, drugs, alcohol, and crime.

He looked at me and said, “Chaplain, [ am 34 years old, and
I don't have anyone in the world that cares whether I am
dead or alive.” His parents had died several years back. I
told him that Jesus still loves him and never has stopped
loving him. His eyes filled up and he said to me, “Chaplain,
I am not afraid to go back to the joint, I'm afraid of dying
and never being with God.” I invited him then to ask Jesus
to cleanse him of his sins and to allow the power of the
Holy Spirit to purify his conscience. I told him to repent to
the Lord and tell Jesus that he wanted him to renew his
heart and mind. He looked at me and smiled and put out a
huge black hand and said, “Lay one on me, my little
brother.”

I share this story with you because we need to inspire and
lead many others to the light of the world, Jesus Christ. His
birthday is our reminder that the greatest gift we can give to
our children is the gift of knowing Jesus as our Lord and
savior. Our children, like us, must accept and believe in
Jesus, and they too will experience the power of His spirit
and begin to live the abundant life. John 10:10. Let us
keep this young warrior of the Lord and all inmates in our
prayers as we celebrate the Christmas Season.

Years ago, when [ started reading the bible, neither did I
know where to begin. The bible can be divided into
Sections - the law, historical, wisdom, prophets, gospels
and acts/epistles.

The Old Testament —

The Law: Genesis to Deuteronomy

The Historical Books: Joshua to 2 Maccabees
The Wisdom Books: Job to Sirach

The Prophets: Isaiah to Malachi

The New Testament -
The Gospels: Matthew to John
The Acts of the Apostles & The Letters

Start with the first book in each section and read chapter 1.
Next day I read the next chapter from the same book in the
section. You will finish some sections faster, so just start over
in the same section. Continue to read the other sections and
then start over when done. 6 chapters each day. Then it will
start to make sense. Bless you in your faith.

SACRED TRADITION

A Few FEAST DAYS:

Dec. 8" — Immaculate Conception of
Mary, Holy Day of Obligation.

Dec. 9" — St. Juan Diego

Dec. 12" — Our Lady of Guadalupe
Dec. 25™ — Christmas, Holy Day of
Obligation.

Dec. 31° — Feast of the Holy Family

MESSAGE FROM SDG DIRECTOR

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION w/Fr. Richard

"When I read the Bible, I don’t know where to begin,
what would you suggest?"

St. Dismas Guild: 501(c)(3) non-profit organization ~ PO Box 2129 Escondido CA 92033
Evangelization through Scripture and Ministry to prisons. ~ www.StDismasGuild.org
On Facebook and X @StDismasGuild

Many men and women in prison are alone, searching for
hope, and longing to know God’s love. Through your
generosity, especially during this Christmas season, St.
Dismas Guild can continue sending Bibles and Bible studies
to those behind bars and to the poor who seek God’s Word.
Your time, talent, and treasure help provide the tools they
need to turn their lives toward Jesus, experience His mercy,
and grow in faith. Please help us continue to share God’s
Word with those who need it most.

“For I was in prison, and you visited me.” Matthew 25:36

B o
Marie joyfully invites you to join her for a 52-week
guided retreat with the book Prayertimes with Mother
Teresa starting on January 1, 2026. Each week we’ll reflect
on one lesson from Mother Teresa’s life and writings. As the
Holy Spirit inspires you, please share your reflections, we’d
love to include them in the newsletter. A few copies are
available for inmates (first come first serve), or you can
purchase the book on Amazon. Together, as God’s Army in
prayer, we’ll watch miracles unfold. We can’t wait to begin
this sacred adventure with you.

Join us in praying this Christmas Blessing: “Heavenly
Father, we give thanks for the birth of Your son Jesus Christ, who
embodies the Love and Light of the world. On this festive day,
may we be reminded of the Joy and Hope we can experience
through our Faith in Your divine Grace. Help us to focus on the
True meaning of Christmas and to share the Warmth and Kindness
of Your many blessings with those around us. Help us to open our
hearts and accept the gifts of Peace, Love, and Joy that come
through You. We ask for Your Mercy and Guidance as we
continue our journey of Faith. Amen.” - Catholicreadings.org

Christmas Blessings,
St. Dismas Guild
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